
PRACTICE DIRECTIVE NO. 2 OF 2014 

ISSUED BY THE HONOURABLE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE T. E. MONAPATHI 

CRIMINAL SESSIONS 

[1] Four judges (group) will be set aside on each session of 

judicial year for hearing of criminal cases by each group on each 

session. 

 

[2] The first session of the year 2014 will start on the first 

working day of August and shall end on the 31st day of January 

each year. 

 

[3] The second session will start on the first day of February 

and shall end on the 31st day of July on the following year and so 

forth. 

 

[4] Each four judges who are placed on the roaster for each 

session, will deal exclusively with criminal cases, but not civil 

trials except for final arguments and constitutional cases. 

 

[5] All judges including those in criminal sessions will continue 

to be on the roaster for motions and urgent applications. 

 

[6] Judges handling criminal trials on sessions as aforesaid are 

expected to deliver the judgments within 30 days after hearing of 

final submissions. 

 

[7] The Registrar will set down all criminal cases which have 

not been set down or given dates of hearing including all fresh 

unallocated cases which will be allocated to each judge of the 

group. 
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[8] All chambers are advised to furnish the office of Registrar 

with a date which must be a working day of each month when 

newly allocated criminal matters will be placed before the judges 

in order to set a date of hearing for such cases. 

 

8.1 This is to curb a problem whereby accused persons 

leave office of Registrar without a date during which they 

have to appear before the court after they had been 

interviewed. 

 

8.2 These dates will also be very helpful in letting the 

judges know well in time criminal matters allocated to them 

so that such criminal matters may be given earliest possible 

hearing dates. 

 

[9] The office of Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) must be 

advised about dates set down before all the judges. 

 

9.1 The rationale for notifying the DPP about these dates is 

to ensure that there is Crown Counsel that appears before 

the judge on that date to facilitate for setting of the case 

hearing and also to address the problem whereby on a date 

identified as hearing, the Crown Counsel that may be 

present to inform the court that he or she has not been 

given instructions by the DPP to handle the matter. 

 

PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCES 

[10] Crown Counsel and defence Counsel appearing must 

arrange a pre-trial conference at least seven days before the trial 

date in order:  

a) To assure attendance of witnesses at trial;  

b) To plea-bargain having exchanged statements of 

material witnesses; 
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c) The bargained indictment to be communicated to 

Judges’ Clerk at least two days before proposed date to 

obviate expenses and costs; 

 d) Admitted facts must be succinctly reduced to writing. 

 

[11] In all criminal cases, the Crown Counsel must attach a 

concise and comprehensive statement of the crown case and the 

defence counsel must briefly state his defence e.g. alibi, self-

defence, provocation, intoxication etc.   

 

11.1 During the trial proceedings, a plea may be changed 

and accepted by Crown-Counsel.  A verdict may 

thereafter be given by the presiding officer.  

  

11.2 The trial judge must deliver his judgment at least 

within a month after final addresses, preferably 

sooner.  

  

11.3 Full reasons must be given for a verdict and sentence.  

  

11.4 Continuous hearing as much as possible, criminal 

proceedings should be continuous without undue 

postponement but may be adjourned if circumstances 

require.  

  

11.5 Extempore judgments can be given in deserving cases 

and reasons should be filed within 30 days. 

 

 

--------------------------------- 
ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE 
28th July 2014 


